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Back To School  
 

The beginning of the school year can be a financial strain on low-
income families. Hereôs a sampling of programs available to assist 

Boone County families with items needed at this time. 

Additional School  
Supply Programs  

 

Fairview Road Church of Christ , 
located at 201 South Fairview Road, will 
provide free school supplies to 240 

children in grades K-5 and 35 children in grades 
6-7. VAC is providing the eligibility screening for 
the church, so a voucher for the school supplies 
must be obtained from VAC before Friday, 
August 7. The supplies can be picked up at the 
church on August 7 or 8. Only those with a 
voucher can receive the school supplies. 

 

The Voluntary Action Center is 
accepting donations of school supplies 
for low-income students. These supplies 

will be distributed at VACôs office after the Health 
Fair, for those who were unable to attend, but 
are in need of supplies. Supplies or monetary 
donations for this program are greatly 
appreciated, and can be delivered to the VAC 
office. Call VAC at 874-2273 with any questions 
about donations or client eligibility. 

 

Shoes and Clothing  

Families with children in grades K-12 can purchase one $4 shoe coupon per child 
from the Wardrobe between August 3 and 7. The coupons can be redeemed for new 
shoes at Payless Shoes on Business Loop 70 during the month of August. The family 
must have a Wardrobe referral issued after 9-1-08. New referrals are available at 
VAC. The date the coupons can be purchased is determined by the last name of the 

head of household (Aug 3: S-Z, Aug 4: A-B, Aug 5: C-G, Aug 6: H-L, Aug 7: M-R).  Families with a 
Wardrobe referral can also obtain free clothing on Tuesdays throughout the year. 

800 N. Providence Rd.      573.874.2273       www.vacmo.org       August - September 2009  

Back -to-School  
Health Fair  

Saturday, August 15 
9 a.m. ï 2 p.m. 

Calvary Baptist Church 
606 Ridgeway Ave. 

Children in grades K-12 are invited to attend this 
fair and receive a free backpack and school 
supplies while supplies last. The fair will also 
include complimentary dental, asthma, and vision 
screenings for kids, hair cuts for kids, adult 
health screenings, hygiene items, free food and 
refreshments, entertainment, and more! All 
children must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian to receive services. Call VAC at 874-
2273 for more information about this fair, which is 
sponsored by many local areas and businesses.  

Many of the school supplies for the fair 
will be from VACôs ñstuff the busò 
school supply drive, taking place at all 

three local Wal-Mart locations through August 9.  
Please look for a collection box at Wal -Mart to 
make a contribution. Donations can also be 
brought to the VAC office. 



2 

Agency Spotlight  
Love INC (In the Name of Christ) is a group of Columbia churches 
working together to assist area residents.  The organization enables 
churches to pool resources and strategize together to meet unmet 
community needs. 
 

Columbiaôs Love INC was established in May of 2008, and is one of 
135 local affiliates of a thirty-two year old national organization.  Jane 
Williams, a long-time Columbia social worker and church volunteer, 
identified the need for such an organization in Columbia, and when 
local churches worked together to help victims of Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, support for the endeavor grew.  Jane and four others from local 

churches attended a national Love INC conference in 2006.  This group used their networks to form 
a core group of about fifteen financially supporting churches and a board of directors.  Love INC has 
grown to include the involvement of over forty churches.  The executive director is Randy Hodill. 
 

Love INC operates a clearinghouse where requests from individuals are reviewed, their needs are 
screened, and then matched with churches and community groups.  Volunteers work with callers to 
get an understanding of both immediate and long-term needs, in the process establishing a 
relationship and offering prayer.  One focus of Love INC is to try to address underlying factors that 
cause crisis situations.  Love INC tries to offer individuals the encouragement and guidance to 
move on from their present circumstances and solve their problems for good.  To this end, the 
organization sponsors Living Large for Real, a free twelve-week series of courses offered three 
times per year.  The courses deal with a variety of topics including spiritual growth and life skills, 
such as basic budgeting, job search, auto repair, and healthy eating. 
 

As Love INC moves forward in its efforts to assist people in 
need, its focus is on helping churches help people. This is 
done through facilitating greater awareness of and access to 
existing church programs and helping to establish new 
outreach ministries involving single and multiple churches.   
Current multi-church efforts include development of a 
furniture bank and a professional clothing closet.  Furniture 
(and automobile) donations are already being accepted and matched with needy families, and  the 
groupôs furniture bank development committee is looking at the best way to grow this service.  First 
Impressions is a professional clothing closet established by Love INC to complement its existing job 
search program of classes and coaching. It will open in September to provide quality, used 
business clothing to people looking for jobs and going through the interview process. 

Volunteer opportunities with Love INC include: 
È Client assessment telephone interviews 
È Home visits 
È Rides for clients (to appointments, job interviews, etc.) 
È Basic home and car maintenance and repairs 
È Furniture pick-up and delivery 
È Participation in Love-A-Family (assisting a family emotionally and spiritually) 
È Sharing your talent or passion by teaching a life skill class 
È Assisting job seekers 
È Donations of items to assist those in need, e.g., cars, furniture, professional clothing 
È Involvement of your church in Love INC 

To learn more about Love INC:  
  1900 N. Providence Rd. 
 Columbia, MO 65202 
 573-256-7662 
 office@columbialoveinc.org 
 www.columbialoveinc.org 

mailto:office@columbialoveinc.org
http://www.columbialoveinc.org/
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Warm Up Columbia  
 

VAC and volunteer Kathy Hull are 
collaborating again to coordinate 

our 5th annual used coat and blanket drive. 
Donations of new mittens, hats, socks, and 
scarves will also be accepted. Churches can 
sign up to involve their congregation in the 
collection effort this summer, then all donated 
items will be picked up from participating 
churches in the last week of August. Commerce 
Bank is also collecting donations at their area 
locations. All donated items will be distributed to 
the needy of our community and local not-for-
profits on October 17 at the Armory. To help, 
contact Kathy at blondmufan@aol.com or 443-
3838. For those in need of coats, blankets, or 
other items, please contact VAC at 874-2273. 

VAC News and Notes  

VAC Christmas  Program Sign -Up Dates:  
 

Saturday, October 10: 9:00 a.m. (full-time working parents only) 
October 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, & 22: 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, October 14 & 21: 5:30 p.m. (full-time working parents only) 

Families :  For assistance with gifts and food for 
Christmas, call VAC for additional information 
about sign-up. To sign up, bring ID for all per-
sons in the household, proof of income, proof of 
address, and gift ideas for your children. 

Volunteers are needed to help fill out gift wish lists 
during the above sign-up dates!  Call 449-6959  
starting August 24 to volunteer. 
Sponsors are needed to adopt a family for Christmas, 
providing a gift for each child and food for the holidays.  
Call VAC starting October 1 to be a sponsor. 

*More details about the Christmas Program will be provided in the next newsletter, or call VAC. 

Summer Fan Program  
 

VAC will continue to provide fans to low-income families with children, elderly, disabled, or 
pregnant women through the end of August. Call VAC at 874-2273 for information about 
making a donation to this program or in order to receive a fan for your family.   Many, many 
thanks to all those who have donated fans and money to sustain this program! 

Lunch in the Park  
 

VAC will continue to provide free lunches for children at Douglass Park on weekdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. through August 21. In addition to a nutritious meal, kids also 
benefit from special programs, activities, and entertainment provided by various 
organizations.  VAC would like to thank all the wonderful volunteers helping serve 
lunches this summer!  

Dine at Hemingwayôs. . . 
Donate to VAC  

 

VAC is excited to participate in 
Hemingwayôs Wine & Bistro Dine and Donate 
Program.  During the week of August 16-22, 
Hemingwayôs will donate $3 for every entr®e 
ordered to the Voluntary Action Center.  Simply 
stop by Hemingwayôs for a meal and let your 
server know when you order that you wish to 
support VAC.  Then, when you receive your 
check you will see how much money you have 
raised to help others.  Please enjoy a delicious 
meal from Hemingwayôs diverse menu between 
August 16-22 and help VAC continue to be the 
heart of service in Boone County!   
Hemingwayôs Wine and Bistro is located at  
3910 Peachtree Drive, phone 443-2779. 

Sincere Appreciation and a Fond Farewell  
 

VAC sincerely thanks Julia Treece for the four years of excellent service she has given to our 
agency, particularly for improving our fundraising abilities, thus making it possible for us to 
serve more clients, and for bringing us into the 21st century by increasing our computer 
capabilities.  Julia will be missed, but we wish her well in the next chapter of her life! 
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The 26th annual National Night Out  will be Tuesday, August 4.  This national event 
raises awareness about crime prevention and strengthens partnerships between police 
departments and local neighborhoods. Call the Community Services Unit at 874-7405 
to arrange for your beat officers to attend your neighborhoodôs celebration. Visit 
www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno for more information. 

 

The 2009 Missouri State Fai r will be August 13-23 at the fairgrounds in Sedalia, and will 
feature concerts, prize farm animals, carnival rides, contests, and exhibits highlighting 
agricultural innovation and green initiatives. Visit www.mostatefair.com or call 1-800-422-
FAIR for information. Admission is free for kids 12 and under. 

 

U.S. Cellular Movies in the Park will show Coraline on Friday, August 14 at 8:45 p.m. at 
Flat Branch Park and the Jungle Book on Friday, September 11 at 7:45 p.m. at Flat Branch 
Park. The cost is $1 per person, free for kids 12 and under. Call 819-0620 for information. 
 

Join Big Brothers Big Sisters for the annual Countdown to Kickoff , an evening with 
Coach Gary Pinkel, on Tuesday, August 18, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Tiger Lounge at 
Faurot Field. Tickets are $40 per person. Visit www.bigsofcentralmo.org or call 874-3677 
for reservations.  

 

Family Fun Fest: ñItôs a Circusò will be held on Wednesday, August 19 from 6-8 p.m. at 
Flat Branch Park. The event will feature clowns, performing dogs, the Big Top Circus 
Band, face, painting, magic, and a clown parade! 
 

Boone County Council on Aging will host the Mature Living Festival  from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. on Friday, 
August 28 at the Holiday Inn Select Expo Center. The event is free, and features entertainment, a 
tribute to grandparents, and more than 50 exhibitors. Call BCCA at 443-1111 for more information. 
 

September 11 has been established as a National Day of Service and Remembrance . Spend the 
day volunteering or performing good deeds to rekindle the spirit of unity, service, and compassion 
shared by so many in the aftermath of the attacks. Visit 911day.org for more information. 
 

The 25th annual Bike MS Gateway Getaway Ride  will be on September 12-13 at the 
Boone County Fairgrounds. For more information, to volunteer, or to participate as a cyclist 
visit www.gatewaymsbikeride.org. 

 

Family Fun Fest: ñCreative Kidsò will be held on Wednesday, September 16 from 6-8 p.m. at 
Flat Branch Park. The event will feature participatory art activities for kids, as well as kid-
friendly performances of art, music, and dance. 
 

The 32nd annual Heritage Festival & Craft Show will be held from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on 
September 19 and 20 at historic Nifong Park. This family event includes traditional 
tradesmen and artisans, 3 stages of entertainment, an 1859 town with re-enactors, 
cowboys, a Lewis and Clark outpost, ghost stories, and tours of the museum and village. 
For more information, call 874-7460 or visit www.GoColumbiaMo.com. 

 

National Neighborhood Day  will be on September 20, 2009. Hold a gathering 
in your neighborhood to meet and welcome new neighbors, and rekindle old 
friendships. Visit www.neighborhoodday.org for more information. 
 

The Roots ón Blues ón BBQ Festival will be September 25 and 26 in downtown 
Columbia. It will feature a KCBS Sanctioned barbeque contest as well as numerous free 
concerts by nationally known musicians. Visit www.rootsnbluesnbbq.com for information. 
 

The Alzheimerôs Memory Walk will be held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, September 27 at Stephens Lake 
Park. This is the nationôs largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer care, support, 
and research. Visit www.alz.org/memorywalk for information. 

Community Events  


